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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 
Account of an Epidemic of Diphtheria and 
Erysipelas. 
By Ds. A. M. Siemonp, 
Of Haversack, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 


[COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER TO PROP. H. HARTSHORNE. } 


This epidemic appeared in the Southwestern 
portion of Lehigh county, about the beginning 
of January last, or perhaps as early as the 
latter part of December, 1859. It extended 
over a district a little more than a mile in 
Iength and nearly a mile wide. A valley, 
nearly half a mile wide, extended through the 
central portion, and hills on either side seemed 
to cut off the further spreadiny of the disease, 
which was at first almost confined to this lim- 
ited “district, although later some few cases 
presented themselves several miles away from 
this infected district; but not with the same 
wverity and mortality. 

It did not appear simultaneously in the 
whole district, but commenced at the upper 
or northern portion, and gradually extended 
downwards, so that by March nearly every 
finily in the place had had more or less of 
the disease, and since. then, until about two 
Weeks ago, it raged with more or less severity. 

I did not see any of the- cases before the 
niddle of March ; the history previous to that 
lime I learned from Dr. J. H. Dickenshied, 
vith whom I am associated in practice. 

It was called « Scarlatina Sore Throat,” at 

and as the people seemed to understand 


tad be better satisfied than if a technical and’ 
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new name were given it, it was called so 
throughout the whole time that any cases 
arose. 

Not a single family, and scarcely a single 
person, that lived within the limits above men- 
tioned, escaped, without having at least some 
slight affection of the throat. 

In some cases—on the second day, generally, 
of the throat affection—an erysipelatous in- 
flammation of the face appeared, which proved 
fatal in several instances. Not one died who 
had merely the diphtheria. 

Out of ten cases in our practice, who had 
both diphtheria and erysipelas, four died, and 
one of puerperal peritonitis. Of three, at- 
tended by a neighboring physician, two died. 

The first symptoms. that usually presented 
themselves were a feeling of languor or weari- 
ness, slight swelling of the glands at the side 
of the neck and difficulty in swallowing, and 
usually some febrile excitement. These symp- 
toms usually existed a day or two before it was 
thought necessary to call ina physician. When 
the mouth and fauces were then examined 
usually the tonsils were found to be enlarged, 
sometimes very much so, and very red. Small, 
irregularly circumscribed, whitish, or yellow- 
ish white patches were scattered over the fauces, 
tonsils, and sometimes on the inside of the 
cheeks. These patches looked like deep- 
seated ulcers, and in some few cases there were 
small ulcers after the removal of the ‘pseudo- 
membranous patches, 

In some cases the disease existed in so slight 
a degree that it was not thought necessary to 
give anything more than a cathartic, and keep 
the patient on low diet for a few days, while 
on the other hand, the constitutional symptoms 





existed to such a degree of an asthenic charac- 
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ter that recourse had to be had to some of the 
most powerful stimulants. 

None of the patients who had merely the 
diphtheritic inflammation were so much af- 
fected that diffusible stimulants had to be ad- 
ministered. 

Not a single patient had erysipelas who was 
not laboring under the throat disease, however 
slightly, at the same time. 

At present there isa patient, a woman, lying 
ill with erysipelas of the face, who commenced 
to complain of pain in the throat first, more 
than threé miles from the place where the dis- 
ease first appeared, and not a single case ex- 
isted between the two places. 

There undoubtedly exists a great analogy 
between diphtheria and erysipelas, but from 
what I have seen of it here this spring, I be- 
lieve that the same constitutional poison which 
produced this diphtheria and erysipelas, is also 
capable of producing scarlatina, for I have 
seen in the same family persons attacked, some 
with ciphtheria alone, some with it and erysipe- 
las, and others, again, with the anginose variety 
of scarlatina. The precursory symptoms were 
almost the same, although in the case of scar- 
latina the symptoms were more violent and 
decided, and the febrile excitement much 
greater. We had not over half a dozen cases 
of scarlatina in our practice during the whole 
time. The disease generally lasted from four 
to nine or tendays. Some, however, told me, 
weeks after they were apparently well, that 
they felt weak, and unable to bear as much 
fatigue as before. : 

The treatment upon which we mostly relied 
was, first, a cathartic of calomel and jalap, or 
some of the salines; then the tinctura ferri 
chloridi, or the pot. chloras_ internally, and a 
solution of argenti nitras 5j. to Zss. to the 
ounce of water, locally. We found that the 
pseudo membranous patches disappeared in a 
few days after a strong solution of the argent. 
nit. had been applied. It was applied once, 
in a few cases twice in twenty four hours. 

All the patients that died were delirious 
and comatose for some time before death oc- 
curred. They were treated by stimulants. 
Several of them rallied, and hopes were enter- 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





[VOL. Iv, No, 13, 


tained that they would recover, but they apy 
fell into a comatose condition, and sank rapidly, 
Several, who recovered, were also delirion, 
and somewhat comatose, so much so that n 
hope was entertained that they would recover 
but restoratives were applied and they rallied, 
and were supported by means of stimulant 
until the disease took a favorable change, [hy 
all the cases the erysipelatous inflammation 
commenced in the face. In nearly every cas 
the whole face was entirely covered by the 
erysipelas. Other parts of the body were aly 
attacked, but not to a very great extent, nor 
with the same severity. ; 
Locally, nitrate of silver, tincture of iodine 
and acetate of lead, were applied, none of 
which seemed to mitigate the severity of the 
disease in the fatal cases. In the cases which 
recovered, the inflammation was circumscribed 
with nitrate of silver. Nothing else was used 


here, as this prevented the further spreading 
of the disease. Ewmollient poultices of slippery 
elm and flaxseed were applied during the in 
terval of using the other local applications. 


Scarlatina—Treatment and Result of Thirty 
four Cases. 


By E. A. Ossornez, M. D.! 
Of Newark, N. J. 

Since the 15th of September last, thirty-five 
cases of scarlet fever have occurred in my 
practice. Thirty of those attacked with the 
fever were children, and five were adults. 

The fever first commenced among the poottt 
classes of children, and was more malignant 
then, than afterwards. My treatment varied 
according to the condition of the patient, and 
the grade of the fever. I kept an accurale 
account of the symptoms and treatment of 
each individual case. But as I have nothing ne 
to relate, and as a long report is unnecessary, | 
will give but a brief description of my 
plan of treatment. In the treatment of scarlet 
fever, I am in favor of the early use of tonite 





' For this, and several other communications 
interest, we are indebted to Dr. J. D. Osborne, Re 
porter of the Newark Medical Association, ia wich 
Society they were read. (Ep.) 
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[have found a great amount of debility follow- 
ing almost all cases. Of the tonics, I am par- 
tial to the preparations of iron, particularly 
the Tinct. of the Chloride. This I am in the 
habit of using as soon as the fever abates ; I 
give it in full doses, frequently repeated. 

In most of my cases, nausea and vomiting 
has been a marked symptom at the commence- 
ment of the fever. While diarrhoea has occurred 
in but two or three cases, constipation of the bow- 
elshas been the rule,and diarrheea the exception. 
[generally give castor oil as a laxative ; in some 
cases I have given calomel, or calomel and 
rhubarb when the bowels were confined, and 
the stomach too irritable to retain the oil, and 
where the demand for a purgative seemed to 
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same number of cases of ottorrhoa, recovery 
took place under the tonic plan of treatment. 
In several cases I used the mistura ferri. 
com. and iodide of potassium, in combination, 
with good results. One troublesome case of 
follicular stomatitis, accompanied with coryza, 
got entirely well under the continued use of 
chlorate of potassa used internally, and topi- 
cally as well: In those cases, which almost 
from the commencement assumed a typhoid 
| form, I used the chlora of potass. with the best 
'results. Great care is needed in the treatment 
of this fever not to reduce the strength of the 
patient. An active purgative will sometimes 
_ bring on a diarrhoea from which your patient, 
'will rapidly sink. Cold applications to the 





beurgent. I have not used cold water bathing | head, tepid sponging of the body, with some 
in the height of the fever; but sponging the | mild febrifuge, such as the spts. mindereri, or 


sarface of the body with tepid water, (or with | Where there is much nausea, the effervescing 
vinegar and water, or saleratus and water, | mixture and castor oil as a laxative, have been 
where there is great itching of the skin) | the means ordinarily relied on during the erup- 


tends, in my opinion, very much to the relief | tive stage of the discase. 
They will sometimes sleep | 


of the patient. 


quietly after its use, and are always more Abdominal Wound, with protrusion of Omen- 


comfortable. I have remarked a good deal of | 
uniformity in the frequency of the pulse in | 
this fever, with children ; im the large majority | 
of the cases it was 140, When convulsions occur | 
in this fever, my experience is, that very few | 
willrecover. Of the four cases that I lost, three 
died from convulsions, one recovered that had 
convulsions, according to the statement of the 
mother; one died from inflammation of the 
lungs, some time after the fever, as a sequela 
of the disease, In all cases there was some 
soreness of the throat; not always ulceration. 
In the majority of cases, however, there was 
ulceration. In three cases, soreness of the 
throat and fever were the only symptoms. 
Dropsy occurred in 6 cases ; when it came on 
gradually, I found it to yield generally to mild 
diuretics, but. when suddenly, and the symp- 
toms were alarming, I found the best results 
from the hot bath and diaphoretics, particu- 
larly the liq. acet. ammonia, with the addition, 
when the fever ran high, of minute doses of 
tart. antim. or vin. ipecac. I lost no cases 
from dropsy. In three eases, where abscesses 


‘eurred; and in three cases of coryza, and the 
13* 





tum. 
By J. H. H. Love, M. D. 
Of Westbloomfield, N. J. 

On the morning of August 14, 1859, I was 
called to see a stout laboring Irishman, age 41, 
who had been enjoying a bit of a spree and a 
fight with a brother chip of the Green Isle. 
Examination of his person presented, beside 
several large flesh wounds on the lower extremi- 
ties and on the chest, an incised wound pene- 
trating the cavity of the abdomen. It was 
located in the umbilical region, left of the 
mesian line, in length externally two and a half 
inches : protruding from it were seen six inches 
of omentum, of a triangular shape, the apex 
being at the point farthest out. 

The instrument with which this and the 
other wounds had been inflicted, was a common 
pocket knife, sharp point, and blade some 3 
or 4 inches long. The patient was faint from 
loss of blood and surrounding circumstances. 
By the use of stimulants, reaction was soon 
established. 

Washing with tepid water the protruding 
omentum, which, by the way, was all covvred 
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with mud, I gradually restored it to the abdo- 
minal cavity, united the wound by three strong 
and deep sutures, placed a pad over the part, 
a bandage around the abdomen, and gave an 
opiate to quiet the restlessness. 

No peritoneal inflammation followed, in fact 
_ to untoward symptoms of any kind. The 
wound healed well and rapidly, and in two 
weeks from the day he was injured the man 
returned to his work. This case is noticed 
only to show that severe abdominal wounds do 
sometimes occur without the futal results 
usually attendant upon them. 


- 


Iodide of Potassium in Rheumatism—Bella- 
donna as an antigalactic. 
By D. Wester Buanp, M. D. 
Of Schuylkill Haven, Pa. 

Having used the iodide of potassium in 
numerous cases of acate inflammatory rheuma- 
tism, I feel desirous of citing a few instances 
in which it has been almost the only remedy 
used. ; 

Daring the months of March and April, I 
had a number of cases of inflammatory rheu- 
matism under treatment. I gencrally adopted 
the usual treatment—treatincnt that has been 
used since the disease itself was known. Under 
the old plan of treatment my eases improved, 
but very slowly, and traces of the affection 
were still evident after the patient was dis- 
charged. The use of the iodide of potassium was 
suggested to me by an old physician, who had 
used it with some success. In April last I had 
seven cases of acute articular rheumatism 
under my charge. I adopted tke following 
treatment, which resulted in rapid recovery in 
every case, and none of the patients had a re- 
lapse. To the joints I applied a solution of 
muriate of ammonia in the proportion of 3ss. 
to a quart of water; the parts to be kept con- 
stantly moistened. During the first day I 
gave a full dose of sulph. magnesia, directed 
the patient } gr. morpbia at night. I imme- 
diately resorted to the iodide potass. in 3 gr. 
doses three times a day, according to the follow- 
ing formula—R. Potassee Iodidi 3j. Vin. Rad. 
Colch 3es,—Sulp. Morph. 2 gr°—Aquz 3vss.; 
a desert spoonful to be taken tlree times a 
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| day—the external applications were continua 
—and in the course of three days very gy) 
dent symptoms of improvement were visibl, 

Wherever any constitutional effects of th 
iodide were manifested, the remedy was with 
| beld until their disappearance, and then ep. 
| tinued. I had the picasure of secing they 
; seven eases recover entirely without any bal 
sequela save some emaciation, which no dou 
was Owing to the active action of the absorb. 
ents from the use of iodine ; this latter result 
soon ehanged for the better, when the patient 
was allowed full diet. In all cases where ther 
was any disposition to plethora, I was vey 
careful in the use of the iodine—prefacing its 
use by cupping and leeching, warm foot bathe, 
low diet. 

In gonorrheeal rheumatism I have met with 
excellent success with the following simple 
treatment. 

R. Magn. Sulp. 3j., aqua one pint.—Tale 
a tea spoonful twice a day, morning and eve 
ning—allow the patient free use of gaw water, 
with morphia at night. 


I noticed several articles in your journal a 
the use of Ext. Belladona as an antigalactie 
I have made use of this extract in a number¢f 
eases, and especially in primipara, according 
to the following—R. Ext Bellad. 3ij Iodii 
Potassz Di, dissolve in alcohol ; Spt. Camphor, 
3i. Glycerine Zii. Misxt. S. put to the breass 
morning and eveving. I have never knows 
the above receipt to fail. I have prescribed it 
in a Bumber ‘of interesting cases and wit 
success. In the space of twenty-four bows 
evident relief was obtained—and at the expt 
ration of one week all troublesome symptoms 
had entirely disappeared. 





Who is a true Surgeon ?—* It is not te 
number of cases which a surgeon has seed, 
it is his ready application of them, which 1 
ders his knowledge of praetical utility, 
constitutes an efficient surgeon.” —Sir 
Cooper. 


London, has been abandoned, and the 
are to be devoted to the special purpos 
clinical instruction. 
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Carbuncular Inflammation of the Lip. 


By J. J. H Love, M. D., 
Of West Bloomfield, N. J. 


Below will be found the record of three } 


cases of a disease which, when I first encoun- 
tered it, I scarcely knew what to call. Upon 
examining the records of medical science, I 
also found almost as many different names for 
the disease as cases. In the April No. of 
the American Journal of Medical Science, 
Dr. Lente proposes a name which suits my 
ideas better than any I have seen as yet, and 
which I shall adopt until I learn or see some- 
thing better. 

Partaking of the nature of anthrax and 
malignant pustule in many points, yet differ- 
ing from them in several essential particulars, 
the disease is liable to ‘be confounded with 
both, 


Case 1. Chas. B. (aged 44, a healthy Eng- 
lishman, searcely ever having had a day’s sick- 
ness—rather a high liver) noticed on Satur- 
day, July 31, 1858, a slight pimple on his 
upper lip, beneath the left alaeof nose. It was 
attended with some pain and slight tumefac- 
ton. 

Sunday, August 1. He did not feel very 
well, but still rode around the county some 
four or six miles. 

Monday, August 2. Lip swelled considera- 
bly. He picked the scab off the pimple, 
thinking he could squeeze some matter out, 
but failed. Pain quite severe in the part; 
said he felt “ bilious,” but went to New York 
and attended to business all day. 

Tuesday, August 8. Took dose of cathartic 
pills, which operated very freely ; but feeling 
no better in the evening, sent for me. 

Qn examination, found the lip twice ‘its 
natural size, indurated as far as the corner of 
the mouth, left side, with several erysipala- 
tous looking pimples on it, besides the original 
oe, which now was covered with a scab the 
sz of a three-cent piece. “There was tume- 
faction up to the eye on that side. Right side 
of lip not swelled mucli; right side of face 
hone; pulse 90; skin hot and dry; tongue 
furred with whitish coat. 

Gave solution of tart. antim., with spirits 
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| nit. dule., applied to the part; a lotion of 
| acet. plumb et opii to be kept on constantly. 


Wednesday, August 4. Lip same size as 
yesterday; tumefaction left the side of the 
face some ; the hard feeling on pressure, which 
has been confined to the lip, has extended an 
inch downwards and outwards along the infe- 
rior maxillary bone. Pulse 94; tongue same 
as yesterday ; skin moist ; slight perspiration ; 
sat up for an hour. Treatment of yesterday 
continued, with the addition of 10 grs. sub. 
mur. hydr., and 10 grs. jalap. 

Thursday, August 5, 9 o’clock A. M. Lip 
twice the size of yesterday ; dark purple hue; 
spots of matter here and there upon it, size of 
grain of wheat; pulse 100; skin hot and 
dry ; tongue brownish. Made a deep incision 
two inches long in middle of lip, and one 
about one and a half inch long through edge 
of lip. About one ounce of grumous blood 
escaped; no matter. Patient made no com- 
plaint whilst the incisions were being made ; 
the parts cut tough, and gaped open as soon 
as incised. Applied yeast poultices to the lip, 
and gave solution nit. potass. every two hours ; 
cal. and opium every four hours. 

Four o’clock, P. M. Patient converses with 
difficulty, on account of the swelling about the 
jaws ll feels hard; nothing like suppura- 
tion; pulse98; skin dry; treatment of morn- 
ing continued. 

Friday, August 6, 1 o’clock A.M. Patient 
delirious ; pulse 120—wiry; fever high ; could 
with difficulty be kept in bed; slept from 4 
to 54; picked the bed-clothes. Treatmeat— 
cold applications to head ; blister back of the 
neck ; sub. mur. hydr. et opium every two 
hours. 

Eight o’clock, A. M. In a collapsed stage; 
pulse 84; weak; skin cool. Gave brandy 
and water, under which he rallied somewhat ; 
lays quict ; tries hard to talk, but cannot ar- 
ticulate any thing distinctly. The induration 
has extended along downwards and backwards 
from lower jaw. On making free incisions on 
the inside of the mouth, as far down as we 
could reach, nothing but a little blood ex- 
uded. Lip is nearly biack ; whole of the tis- 





sues through which the disease hasspread, appa- 
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rently dead; tongue dark brown. Brandy, 
beef tea, and ammonia, given alternately 
during the day; patient lay pretty quiet, 
exerting himself only occasionally to try to 
talk. Pulse gradually grew weaker, and at 
8 o’clock, P. M., ceased; the hardness show- 
ing itself as far down as the pomum Adam, 

Dr. J. A. Davis, of Bloomfield, and Drs. 
Leveridge and Forester, of New York, saw 
the case with me at different periods of its 
later progress. 


Case 2. Sept. 4th, 1858. Charles M., xt 
17, came to my office, and exhibiting a dark 
colored looking pimple on the left half of his 
upper lip—complained of the pain in it being 
so intense he could get no rest; lip had swollen 
within the last six hours to nearly three times 
its usual size. The pimple felt hard, and the 
parts all about it were hard and unyielding. 
Pulse 96—tongue white—skin feverish. 

I immediately removed, with the knife, the 
pimple or pustule—leaving a cavity about the 
size of a dime—then made free transverse inci- 
sions in the lip. Applied yeast poultice. Gave 
sub. mur. hyd. 10 grs., rhei. pulv. 8 grs., 
magnesia, jn six hours. 

Sept., 5th. Patient slept well last night, for 
first time he says, in three nights. Medicine 
has operated nicely. Little points of curdy 
looking matter could be seen on the edges of 
the incisions. Swelling gone down a little. 
Pulse 86 ; skin moist ; yeast poultice continued. 

Sept. 6th. Much better, lip normal color; 
matter gone; swelling going. Pulse 82; 
‘tongue clearing off. From this point he 
rapidly improved, and in a few days was at 
his business, viz: store clerk. Had always 
been of good, vigorous constitution. 


Case 3. April 12, 1859. B. G., wt. 46, ap- 
plied tome. He preseuted a dark looking 
pimple or pustule, on the right lower lip, 
swelling very much, so that the lip hung 
down Pain intense. The latter, and the 
tumefaction increasing so rapidly as to alarm 
him. Pulse 90, tongue whitish, &e. The 
treatment used in this was almost identical 
with case 2, and the-result was equally satis- 
factory, though a little longer in being accom- 
plished. 


COMMUNICATIONS—MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


[VOL. IV, No, 1% 


This disease is marked by its wonderfy| 
rapidity, and complete destruction of the parts 
it invades. Hence the necessity of prompt 
diagnosis and prompt treatment. 

Judging from what little I have seen of jt, 
free incisions, the knife, and the cautery ar 
the most efficient means, along with which 
should go stimulants, mercurials and ano. 
dynes. 


Medical Societies. 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF 
ALBANY, N. Y. 


The semi-annual meeting of this Society was held 
in Albany on the second Tuesday in June. About 
twenty members were present. The semi-annul 
address was a practical and instructive paper by the 
Vice President, Dr. S. OAKLEY VANDERPOOL, on 
bleeding, in which he rather opposed bleeding in 
cerebral disorders. On a former occasion Dr, Van- 
derpool had spoken against bleeding in internal in- 

| flammations, taking pneumonia as the type of the 
diseases in question, and proving that the so-called 
anti-phlogistic treatment was in many, if not in 
most cases, entirely unnecessary, and that the dis 
ease would come to a more speedy and favorable 
termination, by aiding those processes which ne 
ture herself established for this purpose. Qn the 
present occasion, continuing the same gener 
theory, he endeavored to point out the reasons why 
depletion should be exercised with caution. He 
alluded to the symptoms of delirium and coma, 4 
being present in entirely different morbid condi. 
tions, and rarely idiopathic in their character, and 
examined how far they were referable to various de- 
grees of congestion in the brain, or of fluid poutel 
out in the sub-arachnoid space. The various forms 
of delirium and coma were separately considered, 





coma or simple apoplexy, where also temporary 
paralysis may exist. In this form of disease lt 
discards the heroic treatment which has so generally 
been pursued. He accepts the philosophy of Dr. 
Todd, that the phenomena of epileptic coma depes! 
upon a disturbed state of the nervous force in ¢e 
tain parts of the brain, rather than congestion. 
tention was likewise directed to the condition of te 
blood-vessels, as well as the brain, in cases of coms 
and paralysis. Finally, bleeding is inadmissitl 
when the patient is comatose and paralyzed, oF 
and collapsed ; when the heart’s action is feeble and 
intermittent; when there is an ansomic state; whe 
| the patient is advanced in age; where there isd 
| ease of the arterial system, -or where hemorthagt 
bas already tuken place. 
ble where the patient is young and vigorous, tit 
| attack recent, the pulse strong and full, or thed* 
| ease following the suppression of an accusto 
‘charge. It is now to be borne in mind that theo 
ject is not to draw blood from the brain, but to 
| sen the force with which the heart propels the 
| through the large arteries to that organ. . 








and particular attention was directed to epileptit 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Death from Trichina Spiralis.—On Janu- 
ary 12, 1860, a robust waid-servant, aged 24, 
was admitted into the Dresden Hospital. She 
had been indisposed since Christmas, and con- 
fined to bed since New Year’s day ; complain- 
ing of depression, lassitude, sleeplessness, loss 
of appetite, heat and thirst. These symptoms 

rsisted on her admission; there was con- 
siderable pyrexia; the abdomen painful and 
tympanitic; and although neither splenic tu- 
mour nor roseola were present, the case was 

ut down as one of typhoid fever. A remarka- 
dle affection of the whole muscular system now 
rapidly supervened, consisting in extreme 
piinfulness of the extremities, with contrac- 
tions of knee and elbow-joints, and oedematous 
swelling, particularly of the legs. The pain 
was 80 severe that the patient was continually 
moaning. Pneumonic symptoms supervened, 
and death took place on the 27th inst. pre- 
ceded for twenty-four hours by an apathetic 
condition. The post-mortem examination 
showed in the internal organs merely an ate- 
lectatic condition of the left lung, with numer- 
ous small lobular infiltrations, bronchitis and 
hyperemia of the mucuous lining of the ilium. 
The muscles, however, which showed a greyish- 
red color and a slightly-freckled appearance, 
were found on microscopic examination to har- 
bor vast numbers of non-capsulated trichine. 
The parasites were living, some coiled in spi- 
rals, others with extended bodies; and all (as 
" Professor Virchow was the first to show, in a 
fragment of muscle which was forwarded to 
bim for examination) living within the sarco- 
lemma of the primitive fibrils. They showed 
various stages of developement; they were 
diffused over all the striated muscles of the 
body, with exception of the heart, and that in 
such vast numbers, that undera smal! magnify- 
ing power, as many as twenty were in the ficld of 
vision simultaneously. The muscular substance 
was otherwise fragile, homogenous, non-stria- 
ted, and showed numerous transverse fissures. 
The Intestinal mucus was found to be swarm- 
ing with mature trichnze of both sexes; and 
the remarkable fact was elucidated, that fe- 
male trichne are viviparous : the central por- 
tion of the bodies being observed to be full of 
well-developed embryos. 


Inquiry being directed to the probable | 


source of the trichinatous infection, it was as- 


certained that on December 21, four days be- 
fore the patient was taken ill, two pigs and an 
ox had been slaughtered in the establishment 
of her master. Some smoked ham and sausage, 
prepared from the meat of one of the pigs, 
were fortunately obtained, and on examination 
proved to be full of tricbine. The parasites 
had a shrunken appearance; otherwise un- 
changed: reassumed a normal appearance on 
addition of water, but showed no signs of 
vitality. It is particularly worthy of remark 
that to the naked eye the ham appeared per- 
fectly healthy. It is very likely that the de- 
ceased had partaken of some of the raw meat. 
The butcher of the establishment (butchers 
notoriously indulge in raw meat) bad also been 
taken seriously ill a short time afterwards, 
and was confined to his bed for three weeks 
with severe muscular pains, his whole body 
being semi-paralytic, &c. This complaint was 
ascribed to rheumatism at the time, but Pro- 
fessor Zenker correctly surmises that an immi- 
gration of triching, not sufficiently extensive 
to prove fatal, may have been the cause of the 
attack; and that capsulated trichinze would 
very likely be discoverable in his muscle.— 
Med. Times. 


The value of Sulphate of Cinchonine in the 
treatment of Intermittent Fevers.—At the 
meeting of the Paris Academy of Medicine, 
March 27th, Mons. Bouchardat and Grisolle 
reported very favorably on a memoir submit- 
ted to the Academy by Dr. IX. Moutard Mar- 
tin. The author has investigated the subject 
with great zeal, and the results obtained are 
as follows: 

The remedy was resorted to in 23 patients. 
In 12 of these the fever was of the quotidian 
type, and 6 were cured ; 2 were not relieved, 
but in the other four, slight, but not decided 
amelioration took place. Of 10 patients, pre- 
senting the tertian type, 6 were cured more or 
less rapidly ; 2 were only ameliorated, and in 
2 the remedy had no effect whatever. One 
case of quaternary fever was cured. 

Excluding 4 of the 23 cases, which were 
already speedily recovering when the remedy 
was administered, there remain 19 cases, from 
which the author draws his deductions. Of 
these, 13 were entirely cured, 2 relieved, and. 
4 entirely unsuccessful. In 14 cases, the: 
fever ceased twice, immediately after the first: 





dose of the sulphate of cinchonine; six times 
after the return of but one feeble paroxysm ; 
| twice after the second paroxysm ; three times: 
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after the fourth, and once after the sixth par- 
oxysm. 

Regarding the physiological effects of the 
sulphate of cinchona, out of the twenty-three 
patients to whom it was given, twelve experi- 
enced, temporarily, various uupleasant cffects : 
a headache about the frontal and temporal re- 
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tions on this subject. After dwelling uponth 
entrance of air into the veins, during surgical 
operations, especially about the neck and chest, 
and alluding to the cases that occurred in the 
the practice of Dupuytren, Delpech, Castarp, 
Roux, Bouley, Warren, Mott and others 
Prof. Dalton speaks of the introduction of air 





gion; sensation of constriction, sometimes in-|into the vessels by the veins of the uterns 
tolerable, about the whole anterior region of|after parturition. In his opinion the cases, 
the head; feebleness, threatening apanope 5 | sepeetee by Amussat, Milne Edwards, (or. 
palor of the face. Some of the patients had! mack, Meigs, Lever and Simpson, are exceed. 
considerable pain in the stomach, nausea and | ingly doubtful, because, although air was found 
vomiting ; this, however, is rare, occurring in| in the veins of the uterus and abdomen, in 
but two of the twenty-three patients. Once! none of them was the “ frothy mixture of blood 
vertigo and pain in the limbs supervened. | and air found in the right cavities of the heant, 
These physiological effects ordinarily begin | which can alone show conclusively that the in- 
shortly after the remedy has been taken, say a| troduction of the air ‘took place during life.” 
quarter or half an hour afterwards, and last|The only well authenticated ease on record, 


half to three quarters of an hour. 

The author concludes with the following | 
deductions: 1. Sulphate of Cinchonine, ad- 
ministered in intermittent fever, has an incon- 
testable but variable effect. 2. Sometimes its 
action is rapid, and it cuts short the attack 
like sulphate of quinine; at other times it is 
slow, no matter how large the dose, and the 
paroxysms yield but gradually. 3. The dose 
of sulplate of cincbonine should always be at 
least one-third larger than one of sulphate of 
quinine, under the same circumstances. 4. 
To obtain a curative effect with sulphate of 
cinchonine, the dose must vary according to 
the age, sex, etc , of the individual, from 0.60 
to one gramme. 5. In this dose it often pro- 
duces some physiological effects, which it would | 
not be prudent to overlook. 6. The thera- | 
p2utical action of sulphate of cinchcnine is not 
in proportion to its physiological action, for it | 
effects a cure sometimes, without the pve 
rence of the latter; in other cases, where the | 
physiological action is energetic, the therapev- | 
tic effects are entirely absent. 


| 





7. Sulphate of | 
cinchonine cannot replace the sulphate of qui- | 
nine in the treatment of severe cases of inter- | 
mittent fever. 8 Sulphate of cinchonine may | 
become a valuable adjuvant to sulphate of) 
quinine, completing successfully a treatinent | 
commenced with quinine. This procedure | 
combines certainty of treatment with ecun-| 
omy. 


Entrance of Air into the Blood Vessels.— 

In one of the admirable lectures on the Phy- | 
siology of the Circulation, by Prof. Jukn C.| 
Dalton, Jr., published in the American Medi. | 
cal Monthly, (June No.) we find some highly | 
vvaluable and interesting remarks and observa- | 


according to Dr. Dalton’s opinion, in whicy 
the entrance of air into the circulatory system, 
through the uterine veins, was positively e- 
tablished by a post mortem examination, is 
that published by Dr. Swinburne, of Albany 
in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, Apri 
23d, 1859. 


Mammary Inflammation and Mammary 4)- 
scess.—Dr. McClintock, the eminent obstetri- 
cian, of Dublin, presented before a recent 
meeting of the Surgical Society of Ireland, 
some practical remarks on this important sub- 
ject, deduced from his long obstetric expe- 
rience in connection with the Dublin Lying-in 
Hospital, which are reported in the Dublin 
Medical Press. 

He has noticed the great preponderance of , 
mammary abscess on the left side, and that 
other puerperal lesions evince a similar parte 
ality for the same side of the body. He que- 
ries as to whether the position on the left side 
during labor and delivery have anything todo 
with it, and remarks, that in the practice of 
Velpeau, at Paris, where all women are co0- 
fined on the back, abscess occurred with equil 
frequency in right and left breasts. 

A large proportion of fifty-four cases of 
mammary abscess, observed by him, had some 


|form of sore nipple previously to the occur 


rence of inflammation of the gland. The 
great danger to be apprehended from sore Bip: 
ples is, he thinks, mammary abscess, and 
this may be considered imminent when the 
base of the nipple is very bard and tender; 
the best means of preventing the extensio® 
this inflammation to the substance of the g 
are poultices ang perfect rest. 





mee 30, 1860.] 


Dr. McClintock has rarely known inflamma- 
tion and abscess to result from distension of 
the breast alone, and where there was no irri- 
tation of the nipple nor abscess of the breast 
before, and has not seen mammary abscess oc- 
cor in a woman whose child was born dead, 
or supervening on the death of a nursling 
where no other exciting cause of inflammation 
was present. Yet in both these conditions the 
gland is unavoidably subjected to considerable 
distension. Upon this point Velpeau remarks: 
“Attentive consideration of the facts shows in 
the most unquestionable manner, that women 
who nurse are more frequently affected with 
abscess than those who do not.” 

Dr. McClintock depreeates the usual forci 
ble attempts to ‘‘ draw the breast” on the first 
appearance of an inflamed mammary gland, 

rticularly so when the nipple is inflamed, 

Tat has no objection to rubbing or suction of 
the breasts to relieve or prevent over disten- 
sion, provided the nipple be not sore. If this 


bethe case there is more danger of inflammation 
extending from the sore nipple, than origina- 
ting in the distended gland. He remarks, that 
before ordering a breast to be rubbed, it is of 
the greatest importance to distinguish the sim- 
ple hardness of lacteal distension from the 


hardness of incipient inflammation. 

The application of the extract of belladonna 
to the breast, which is now generally resorted 
to in this country, Dr. McClintock considers 
“inefficient in promoting the absorption of the 
milk.” Its efficiency seemed to him but little 
superior to the common cere cloth, which was 
tested by the application of extract of bella- 
donna to one breast, and the ordinary cere 
cloth to the other, in a considerable number 
of cases in which both breasts were affected. 
This experience differs from that of very many 
practitioners among us who rely exclusively 
on the prophylactic properties of belladonna 
in incipient mammary abscess. Among the 
first to practically illustrate the antigalactic 
Properties of belladonna was Dr.R. Q. Shelmer- 
dine, of this city; who has used it with cer- 
tain success during fifteen years extensive ob- 
stetric practice. 

Dr. McCliatock’s object, “promoting the 
absorption of the milk,” has not, we believe, 
been claimed for belladonna. It is used to 
prevent mammary secretion, to relax the tense 
condition of the lactiferous tubes, and relieve 
Pain; and acts, in accomplishing this, simply 
48 a powerful local narcotic. 

he resolvative treatment of mammary ab- 
sess he has found unsatisfactory even when 
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undertaken at the very onset of the attack. 
The internal treatment preferred consists of 
purgatives, and antimony in nauseating doses. 
For local treatment he prefers cold lotions to 
the breast, and seems to have a peculiar reliance 
on a solution of muriate of ammonia thus used. 

With regard to the proper time for opening 
mammary abscesses, Dr. McClintock prefers 
the date puncture, and thinks that the size of 
an abscess is not ordinarily increased by delay 
in evacuating, except where the collection is 
sub-mammary, when burrowing of matter is apt 
to occur, and an early incision is expedient. 

Compression of the breast, by strapping, he 
does not employ until the pus has found an 
exit. 

No mention is made by the author of the 
com pressed-sponge treatment of mammary ab- 
scess, successfully used in this country, and 
first introduced by Dr. Foster, we believe, of 
New York. 


The Co-existence of Purpupa Hemorrhagica 
and general acute Tuberculization, to which 
attention was first called by Rokistansky and 
Waller, has since been noticed by other phy- 
sicians. M. Charcot in studying the relations 
which may exist between the two diseases, has 
endeavored to establish, that their concurrence 
is not merely incidental, but that the purpura 
is the symptom of a profound alteration of the 
blood, which itself is but the result of tuber- 
culization. 

M. Leudet has observed a certain number of 
facts, which tend to substantiate this view. In 
244 cases of phthisis pulmonalis, he found $ 
cases in which hemorrhages manifested them- 
selves in some other way than the lungs; five 
times the hemorrhage took place through the 
intestines, twice in the muscles of the abdomi- 
nal walls, twice in the skin, three times in the 
brain, once through the nose, once through the 
urin. Most frequently the hemorrhage took 
place simultaneously from various organs; it 
was sometimes sufficiently abundant to com- 
promise the life of the patients, and in all 
cases the primary affection caused a fatal ter- 
mination soon after the occurrence of the 
hzemorrhages, 

These heemorhages, however, occur gener- 
ally at a somewhat advanced stage of phthisis 
in the acute form, or in those acute paroxysms 
of chronic cases. This rule, however, ia not 
absolute, for they are observed, but much more 
rarely, in the chronic form. They cannot be 
regarded as a consequence of severe or often 
recurring hemoptysis; nor can they be looked 
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upon as the result of tubercular ulceration, for | mendation. The author, possessing both, 
in the majority of cases in which they have , medieal and legal education, is eminently 
been observed in the intestines, the latter bad | qualified for the production of such a volume, 
undergone no change of this kind whatsoever. | The assumption of the medical doctorate is one 
A true hemorrhagic diathesis, must hence be | of no ordinary responsibility... Besides, the 
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admitted, resulting from the tuberculosis. | high moral obligation to manage cases of sick. 

M. Leudet ranks under the same category | 
the cases of hemorrhage which have been ob- | 
served in chronic pleurisy, cancer of the ante- 
rior mediastinum, diseases of the liver, kidney, 
ete. (Gaz. Med. de Paris—Gaz. Hebdoma- 
daire. ) 


The following is Professor Way’s ee 
tion of the quantity of dry solid matter in the 


_ daily excreta of 2,500,000 people :-— 


“The faecal discharge of a quarter of 
a pound per day for each individ- 
ual is . ‘ - - - 277 tons. | 

Deduct moisture, 75 per cent. - -208 “ | 





_—_— 


} 
| 


Dry solid matter from the solid ma- 
69 tons. | 


nure of 2,500,000 people, - - 
| 


The urine of 2,500,000 people, at 3 pints or | 
8 lbs. per day each, will be 3,548 tons of fluid | 
daily ; but as this urine contains 3 per cent of | 
dry solid matter, you will no doubt be sur- | 
prised when I tell you, that this liquid excreta | 
contains 104 tons of dry solid matter, or 50 | 
per cent more than is contained in the so-called | 
solid feecal excreta. These excretal matters 
are mixed in the closets and sewers with about 
214,000 tons of water, the remains (after 
evaporation, etc.) of the daily supply of 
80,000,000 gallons to the population. The 
rain-fall would be a large addition to this.— 
Med. Times. 





Hruirms and Bovk PHotices. 


A Medical Treatise on Malpractice and Medical Evi- 
dence, comprising the Elements of Medical Jurispru- 
dence, by Joun J. Euwew1, M. D., Member of the 
Cleveland Bar. 

This work which has recently appeared has 
been on hand some time, and but for an unac 
countable oversight, would have long since 
been noticed. Certainly we have received 
none which, considering the subject on which 
it treats, or the merits of the work itself, enti- 
tled to an earlier or more prominent recom- 





ness or accident in a skillful and faithful imap. 
ner, it must not be forgotten that for eithe 
direliction or incompetency, medical men are 
liable at civil law. : 

Cases again are constantly presenting then. 
selves of a criminal character, which can only 
be decided correctly and safely by medical 
testimony. How exceedingly important then 
for the physician to know what is the natore 
and extent of his civil responsibilities, and by 
a collection of decisions to ascertain the judg 
ments of courts in cases which have been test 
ed by such process. ’ 

What an amount of mortification and em- 
barrassment would be saved to medical men if 
properly acquainted with all questions involved 
in medical evidence! The works which have 


, 


| heretofore been written upon this subject, a 


Chitty or Beck, are, to be sure very learned 
and valuable, but they form a field so vast, 
and with an amount of detail and unimpor 
tant narrative, that few have either the tim 
or the inclination to explore them. The work 
before us of Dr. Elwell exactly fills a fel 
want of the profession in which everything not 
essential to the subjects under discussion, is 
omitted, The first part of the work opens 


with an exhibition of the broad principles of 


law, which bear upon the responsibilities of 
medical men, as acknowledged by the courts 
of both England and this country, what the 
public may legitimately expect from the phy- 
sician; then a consideration of amputations, 
fractures ahd dislocations, the very subjects 
out of which most cases of suits for damage 
grow; concluding with a table of Dr. Fraok 
H. Hamilton’s paper, on deformities after 
fractures; the liabilities of druggists with 
many illustrating cases; and finally, crimind 
malpraetice, embracing the subject of abor- 
tion. 

The second part enters into the exami0® 
tion of all points embraced under the bead of 
Medical Evidence, a subject of the utmost m> 
ment, when it is remembered that upon this 
hangs often the great issues of reputation, life 
and death, the whole concluding with a chap 
ter on coroners and their inquests. The work 
of Dr. Elwell we regard as one which should 
be in possession of every practitioner of medi 
cine. 
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Proceedings of the Sixty-eighth Annual Convention of 
the Connecticut Medical Society. Held at Hartford, 
May 23d and 24th, 1860. 

The first paper of these proceedings is an 
address on ‘* Medical Ethics” by the Presi- 
dent of the Society, Dr. Ashbel Woodward. 
It contains excellent remarks in reference to 
the necessity of a strict enforcement of the 
Code of Ethics. 

The second paper, on Hygiene, is by A. B. | 
Haile, M. D., of Norwich. Dr. H. thus re- 
fers to the subject of sprinkling the streets, 
as practiced in our cities during the summer 
months : 

“The dust of our city and village streets 
consists, we all know, of a large proportion of 
animal and vegetable matters, in a comminuted 
state, mixed with the earthy particles. While 
jn a dry condition, very little decomposition 
takes place; but when moistened, chemical 
action, under the influence of the sun’s heat, 
immediately ensues, dnd large quantities of 
deleterious gases are evolved,which poison the 
air, not only of the streets but of our private 
dwellings.”” 

A short Sanitary Report of Hartford city 
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the work of an excellent anatomist and artist 
of this city, and its correctness may be relied 
on. 

The anatomical relations of the fifth pair 
with the contiguous important structures are 
well shown on the plate, which is life-size and 
handsomely colored. 

Accompanying the plate is a pamphlet pre- 
senting concisely and intelligibly an account of 
the anatomy of the fifth pair, and also full 
explanations and references to the plate. 


THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER, 





PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1860. 


REFORMS IN MEDICAL EDUCATION. 


The subject of medical education has again 
been brought prominently before the medical 
profession of the United States. The Ameri- 
can Medical Association, at its last session, 
passed a serics of resolutions, of far more im- 











and county, by Dr. L. G. Wilcox, Hartford, | portance than any adopted at previous meet- 
follows next. ‘ings. Of more importance, we say, because 

Biographical Sketches of the following de- they are of a practical tendency, embodying 
eased members conclude the report ; ‘certain measures, which are not only to be 


“ao MD Dr. James Moran of New |ecommended, but to be carried out; and if 


London, by L. S. Paddock, M. D.; Joseph | we can judge from the earnestness with which 

F. Jewett, M. D., of Granby, by J. D. Wil | these resolutions and measures are advocated 

cox, M. D.; Benjamin Rogers, M. D,, of, by the almost unanimous voice of the profes- 

— by —— oe re D. Pi in | sion, it can no longer be doubted that we are 

way, MA. 2), Of Waterbury; Ambrose japidly approaching what the best men of the 

~ “sg a of Waterbury, by P. G. Rock- | profession have long striven for—a reform in 
: medical education. 


Colored Plate of the Anatomy of the fifth pair of Nerves | Whatever the causes may be, the fact cannot 
aw re jr ig _oe. of the Teeth. By | be denied, that our system of medical educa- 

» A. Daniels, M. D., Philadelphia: Published by | ,: : 
Jones § White, No. 538 Arch street. ben has not kept pace with the progress of 
|science. Some are inclined to lay the blame 


pathetic connections of the fifth pair of nerves | aackerphereagge Pty tence apie. a = 
make its study of great importance. It hasa Stet cause of the looseness in our medical 
remarkable control or influence over those re- ¢ducation complained of, is to be sought for, 
gions which are the peculiar domain of the | less in the faults of the system, and the un- 
oculist, aurist and dentist, and to such practi- willingness of the schools, than in the general 
toners a knowledge of its anatomical position | circumstances, which have surrounded our 


and connections is essential. Without this F . 

knowledge, many interesting phenomena, of | Bational development. We have, in the ae 
frequent occurrence would be incomprehensi- | of half a century, grown from a weak people 
bie to a mighty nation. Under this growth, the 
For the benefit of the above classes of spe- rapidity of which is almost unprecedented in 


tialists this plate is espccially intended. It is | the history of mankind, the material interests 


The varied functions and remarkable sym- | 





EDITORIAL. 


were, and had to be, first provided for. The 
high-pressure development of our nation could 
not take place, without leaving its indelible 
impress upon all our social, moral and political 
relations, and even upon science. The human 
avalanches that followed the guiding star of the 
Western empire, uprooting forests, and building 
up cities, could not people this @buntry, without 
influencing all that belongsto usasanation. We 
mean to say, and we assert, that medical educa- 
tion, like medicine itself, has been influenced 
by the circumstances accompanying this pecu- 
liarly rapid development, and when we to day 
see American science, though grown up to 
womanly vigor, walk awkwardly in her child’s 
clothes, it is to us but the surest sign that 


these will soon be cast off, and she will appear | 
in a new and more comely, at least, if not a | 


gorgeous dress. 


Even at the risk of startling some of our | 
readers, we assert that the study of medicine | 


is to no small extent regulated by the law of 


demand and supply. Where there is a large | 
With | 
a population increasing so fast, that in twenty | 


demand there must be a large supply. 


years it is nearly doubled, there is a demand 
for men and means to cure human ills, which 
must and will be supplied. 
supplied by graduates of the most excellent 
preparatory, collegiate and literary education, 
it will be by those, who, though having had 
less early advantages, still have received a solid 


medical education ; or to go still further, by | 
such as have had even but a very limited me- | 
Finally, the innumerable | 
host of quacks, tapering off with the itinerant | 


dical education. 


vender of pills, though evils, parodoxically as | 


it may sound, are but the tokens of a numeri- 
cally grand and rapid national development ; 


the greater an army, and the more rapid its | 
march, tiie more numerous the bands of ma- | 


rauders, and the greater the plunder. 


If, then, we find evils in our present system 
of- medical education, we would blame neither 
the schools, nor the teachers, nor the students, 
nor the system itself Nor would we make the 
profession, as a whole, responsible for what 
has been the unavoidable result of the great 
struggle for material existence of this nation. 


If it cannot be | 
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Nor would we lament_and despair, as some ay 
doing who, having taken a retrospective viey 
of matters and things all their life, have Jog 
the power of looking forward with hope anj 
faith. 


MUNICIPAL LIBERALITY—CORONER’S 
INQUESTS. 

It may be that our reading does not exten 
| far enough, but we certainly have seldou, if 
ever, seen anything more decidedly Pickwick. 
ian than the position in which the Board of 
Freeholders of the county of Essex, State of 
New Jersey, have placed themselves and the 
coroners of the county aforesaid, by refusings 
| just and adequate remuneration for services 








| rendered by physicians to the State in con 
| ners’ examinations. 

The facts in the case are stated in the Daily 
Mercury of June 22d, as follows: 


** Body of an Unknawn Man found Drowned —The 
| body of an unknown man was found drowned in tle 
canal, near Ripley’s saw mill, about one o'clock 
yesterday afternoon. He had on two coats—th 
outer one a drab sack, the other a black frock—drab 
pants, and a white muslin shirt with narrow piok 
stripes. He is about five feet eight inches in height 
and is apparently a native of England. Corouer 
Benjamin was called and took charge of the body. 
A coroner’s jury was summoned, but the following 
papers will explain the ensuing proceedings: 


Cares W. Bensamin, Coroner, 

Dear Sir:—You have requested me to ascertaia, 
hy post-mortem examination, the cause of death of 
a man now lying dead in Tolles’ barn, in Wilbur’ 
alley, in this city. I have been at the barn, sil 
removed the lid from a coffin lying there. Witlis 
| the coffin is a corpse in an advanced stage of decom 
| position, bloated with gas and water. There ar 
| some signs of drowning and some marks of visleact 

There is in this case an important medico-legal in- 
vestigation to be made, one which may involve tht 
charge of murder. The investigation should be # 
| carefully made as the responsibility demands. The 

examination external of the body, of the skin, the 
| removal of the clothes, and the internal examinatia 
| of the viscera, of the brain, thorax and abdomen ™ 
| a body, putrid and disgusting, would require mai] 

ours of severe labor. 

| So heavy is the body, that to lift it and perfora the 
| service in any proper manner, would require the 
| labor of two or more persons. : 
| The Board of Freeholders, by their recent acta 
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in requiring the work of all post-mortems to be made 
for the fee of five dollars, have virtually limited the 
suthority of the coroner to employ but one person. 
Jo this dilemma I have asked the co-operation and 
sssistance of Dr. G. Grant, and it is in conjunction 
vith him that I decline the service altogether. 
Most respectfully yours, 
J. A. CROSS, M. D. 
Mz. En1rror:—Deeming it to be my duty in this 
case to call to my assistance medical aid, I called 
on the above physician, and after his refusing, I 
also called upon five ‘others, who are all well in- 
formed in post-mortems, and all of them refused 
making said post-mortem, on the same grounds as 
did the first. The jury were unable, in rendering 
their verdict, to give any cause of death, therefore 


the coroner is unable to give any cause of death in |. 


the certificate of burial. 
Yours, respectfully, 
C. W. BENJAMIN, Coroner. 


The jury returned the following verdict : 

‘We, the undersigned jurors, summoned this 21st 
day of June, 1860, to investigate the death of an 
wknown man found floating in the Morris Canal, 
do present that we have, as far as possible, investi- 
gated the circumstances and causes of his death, 
and also state that the coroner, in the discharge of 
his duty, summoned a physician to make a post- 
mortem examination of the body, to ascertain the 
cause of death, there being wounds upon the head, 
and Dr. Cross having appeared before us and stated 
that, owing to the action of the Board of Freehold- 
ers of this county in refusing to pay the physicians 
performing such services an adequate compensa- 
tion, the said physician refused to make such exami- 
nation, therefore we, the said jurors, do present 
that we are unable to ascertain when, where, and 
after what manner of means the said unknown man 
came to his death. In witness whereof, as well the 
sid coroner as the said jurors aforesaid, have to 
this inquisition set their hands and seals, at the 
place first above meutioned, and the day and year 
aforesaid,’ ” ‘ 


It is unnecessary to make any comment | 
upon the position taken by Drs. Cross and 
Grant, as well as the other physicians on whom 


the coroner called in his dilemma. They were 
right in declining to make the post-mortem 
‘ramination. For services performed to the 
State by physicians, they should receive some- 
thing beyond a poor-house fee; especially in 
aes where the responsibility is one of such 
Dagnitude as in cases of medical jurispru- 
dence, involving homicide or murder. 
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This case, however, presents anothor impor- 
tant question. Should a Board of Freehold- 
ers be allowed, by stingily interfering with the 
pay of physicians, to defeat the ends of the 
law, let crime go undiscovered, and murder 
unpunished? We do not believe that the sta- 
tute bcok, in providing for the establishment 
of Boards of Freeholders, intended that they 
should have any such power. 

The matter will, undoubtedly, not end with 
this instance. We hear that the physicians 
of Newark are determined to refuse to make a 
post-mortem examination until they are al- 
lowed to charge a reasonable price for services 
often extremely disgusting and unpleasant ; 
and we have no doubt that, with a little unan- 
imity of action and determination of purpose, 
they will soon force the Board of Freeholders 
from thcir self-assumed and arrogant position. 





Sea-side resorts, for healthful recreation and 
for remedial bathing in the sea, are of very 
ancient origin. From a very early period to 
the present time, a custom of frequenting such 
places has uninterruptedly prevailed, and a 
practice which has through so long a period 
retained general confidence and popular favor, 
must be the result of something more than 
mere conventialism. 

Such was the custom of the ancient Greeks, 
which has been continued among modern na- 
tions, and the present state of refinement and 
hygienic enlightenment has tended to increase 
confidence in, and popularize the practice. 

. All European nations whose domains border 
on the sea have favorite locations on their 
beaches, to which they annually migrate, for 
the purposes of recreation or the restoration of 
health. These resorts are increasing in popu- 
larity, and are attracting many from the for- 
merly more popular inland watering places, as 
the spas of Germany, or the cool retreats 
among the Swiss Alps. Old established places 
for sea-bathing, as Brighton and Margate, on 
the English coast, and Dieppe, on the French, 
receive, from early summer until late in the 
fall, an enormous afflux of visitors. 


’ 
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On this side of the Atlantic, where the coast 
presents equal or greater attractions and natu- 
ral advantages for sca-side summer residence 
and bathing, such resorts are increasing in 
favor. The increasing appreciation of sea- 
shore recreating in this country is well indi- 
cated by the remarkable popularity which at 
once attended the making accessible of a desira- 
ble location on the surf-washed beaches of our 
neighboring State. The sloping shores of New 
Jersey, with their dashing surf and hard 
packed sandy floor, present the most favorable 
conditions and the greatest facilities for sea- 
bathing. 

One of the most delightful island beaches 


on the New Jersey coast has become a beauti- tT 


ful resort, which, as a watering place, presents 
greater attractions and more healthful advant- 
ages than any other on our coast. Atlantic City 
has arisen on a strand which, but a few years 
ago, was a solitude familiar only to the wrecker, 
and where the monotony of sand was only re. 
lieved by ghastly fragments of wrecks, and a 
few stunted treeg, which seemed to keep near 
to the ground, lest the ocean winds should 
blow them away. 

Among the many advantages of this favored 
locality for invalids—beside its unequalled ac- 
cessibility and accommodations—may be men- 
tioned the protracted duration of the bathing 
season, commencing on the first of June and 
continuing until the first of November, during 
which long period the temperature of the water 
varies but little, and bathing is continued later 
in the season than elsewhere in this country. 

The dryness of the atmosphere at Atlantic 
City is remarkable, and the place is entirely 
exempt from sea-fogs, which produce much 
inconvenience at other resorts on the coast. 
This peculiarity adapts it as a residence for 
many who, suffering from bronchial irritation, 
have found the usual hygrometric state of the 
gea air intolerable. 

The bathing shore has no superior in the 
dash of its surf; gradual declivity, and free- 
dom from under currents and all other causes 
of danger. ' 

Diversions and exercises essential to a vale- 
tudinary sojourn can be selected, suited to 
every taste or endurance; and there are facili- 
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ities for invalids being carried, at bathj 
| hours, from their quarters, without the leg 
| fatigue. 


The accommodations for visitors have beg 
greatly increased in anticipation of the presen, 
season, and it is said that seven thousand pe. 
| sons can now be conveniently entertained, 
We have said this much of this favorj 
'place for the information of practitionen, 
| whose opinion is generally consulted, a 
| whose appreciation of watering places fr. 
quently determines their selection by healt 
or pleasure seekers. 








Correspondence, 


To the Editors of the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

I wonder, Messrs. Editors, why no one has yet 
written an essay on ‘* Medical Ephemeralism.” Th 
coinage of this new word is, I think, justified in 
view of the astounding number of discoveries tht 
are daily springing up and dying so fast, that hardy 
a decent burial can be accorded them. To keepy 
a necrological record of the “dead” in medial 
ephemeralism, would undoubtedly be an interesting 
task for your assistant editor ; but I suppose heis 
too busy on “live subjects” to undertake it If 
you allow me, I shall occasionally write you a le 
ter on the subject. 

Some fifteen years ago or more, an English phy- 
sician noticed that persons, squinting for a certail 
length of time at a bright object, would becom 
“transfixed,” as some would say, or temporarily 
unconscious, and would be brought into a sort d 
cataleptic condition The observation was mad 
duly recorded, and for a while entombed. A yet 
ago, however, an acute Frenchman, either taking 
the hint from the Englishman, or generationis spi 
tanee causd, took a piece of brass, polished it 
brightly, held it before the eyes of some hysteria 
| women, who forthwith became transfixed, and the 
astounding phenomenon having been baptized “hp 
notism,” it was duly reported to, and registered is 
the proceedings of, that most august and learned 
body, l’Academie Imperiale de Medicine de Franc 

Hypnotism it was! No more cbloroform— 
more ether. Every doctor who carried 3 shiny st 
ver dollar in his inguinal pouch, could at once MF 
notize his patient in the ‘squinting of an ¢7* 
Hypnotism filled the correspondences of our Bar 
pean gossipers, after Villafranca and the g# 
congress were exhausted. The ephemeral fever 
the hypnotic type was taken up by the 
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press of this country. That mysterious individual, 
«the translator from foreign journals,” sweated 
' huge drops over the files of foreign exchanges that 
came laden with wonderful hypnotic phenomena, do- 
ings and sayings. But, after all, hypnotism was (I 
use the imperfect deliberately) a most complete 
frilure. It belonged, alas!.to the great class of 
phenomena, which I propose to classify under the 
generic term, ‘* Medical Ephemeralism.” : 

The hypophosphites have had theirday. After the 
most astonishing effects, which were at first claimed 
for them, have passed away, they are gradually 
settling down into a more modest sphere ef useful- 
ness. The radical operations for hernia were also 
to some extent imbued with ephemeralism. 

There is just now another innovation, which I fear 
will prove the same, at least to a great extent, I 
mean subcutaneous injections. It is to be feared that 
running the trochart under the skin, will be run 
into the ground. 

Another grand ephemeralism was syphilization. 
Once I feared that the time would come, when as 
amatter of public hygiene, every man, woman and 
child would have to submit to inoculation (like vac- 
cination) of the syphilitic virus, until all became 
fire-proof. But these fears are at last dissipated. It 
was but a French epbemeralism, a fraction of the 
thousand and one gaudy tinsels, which the truck- 
sters in science sell to the passing crowd, and which 
are less substantial and more ephemeral than 
Niremberg toys. 

Yours, truly, 
MeEpicts, JR. 


Hrws and Misrellang. 


The Great Tornado.— A correspondent 
writes to the Chicago Press ang Tribune, from 
Sterling, Lll., as follows: 


We returned yesterday from the late city 
of Camanche. While there the sight that 
met the eye was perfectly horrible to look 
upon, and no pen is adequate to the task of 
conveying the most faint idea of the disas- 
trous effects of the tornado as it passed over 
that place. 
_ Horses and cattle are lying in every direc- 
fon, killed from the effects of the storm. 
The buildings Icok as though they had all 

n torn in small fragments, scattered over 
the whole country, and feathers from bed- 
clothes strewn upon the ground, and then all 
ad been overswept with rushing waters. 

€ went into one building where were fit- 
bodies, some mangled in the most fright- 
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ful manner, and only wrapped up in a sheet, 
and put into a rough box, ready for burial. 

Dr. Howell, of Fulton, informed us, that 
from Sunday evening to Monday noon he had 
visited ninety-one wounded, and set twenty- 
three broken limbs. 

We saw twenty-eight dead bodies, and there 
were eighty-two that require strict medical at- 
tendance, and as many more that are more or 
less hurt, yet are able to be around. In ad- 
dition to this number, twenty-eight were swept 
from a raft in the river that was passing at 
the time, and ten are yet missing from the 
town that are supposed to be buried in the 
ruins, or are blown into the river and drowned. 

With the exception of half a dozen houses 
on the north side of the town, every single 
building is either torn down, unroofed, or 
otherwise damaged. 

A worse sight no human eye ever beheld, 
and the heart grows sick in seeing such a de- 
struction of life and property. The town is 
ertirely ruined, and we do not see how it can 
ever be rebuilt. There are whole blocks of 
lots that are vacant entirely, with nothing but 
a cellar to indicate that a house ever stood 
there. 

We saw a part of a wagon, consisting of the 
forward axletree and one hub, and no more of 
it could be found. 

Out of the contents of three dry-goods 
stores, not one cent’s worth of the goods has 
ever been found. 

The tornado struck the town a little past 7 
o’clock, and in less than ten minutes the 
whole was in ruins. After it had passed, the 
town was all afloat with water ; all that could, 
began to run from place to place screaming at 
the top of their voices, calling for friends and 
‘children. In every pile of rubbish, and from 
every demolished house, the groans of the dy- 
ing and wounded were heard; and as the 
sound came from every part of the town, no 
one knew where to go first. The darkness 
occasioned by the black clouds, the air being 
filled with rubbish of every conceivable cha- 
racter, and the near approach of night, ren- 
dered the scene still more appalling; and 
such a wail, lamentation, sorrow, and woe, 
never went up from any place in the history 
of tornadoes as did from this-ruined and de- 
stroyed city. Nothing could be found to bind 
up the wounds of the suffering, no medicines 
were to be got, and the wails of the mother 
over her dead children, the anguish of a wife 
,over the lifeless remains of a husband, the 





| father over his slaughtcred children, hunting 
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in vain for his wife—all these were scenes 
that cannot possibly be described. 

In one family, all that was left were three 
little girls, the father and mother and two 
children having been instantly killed. We 
saw where a fence board had been forced clear 
through the side of a house, endwise, and 
hundreds of shingles had forced themselves 
clear through the clapboards of a house. 

We visited the graveyard, and saw twenty- 
eight graves, side and side, all dug, waiting to 
receive the rough boxes containing the re- 
mains of the slaughtered people. 

The whole atmosphere around the town is 
sickening, and a stench is pervading the whole 
path of the storm that is almost impossible to 
endure. 

The loss of property is immense, and cau 
never be known to its full extent. 

We have just learned that three of the men 
on the raft have made their appearance. They 
state that they were blown from the raft clear 
or to the Illinois shore beyond Albany, and 
for a long time were unable to move or stir; 
but, after recovering from the shock, suc- 
ceeded in crawling to a house, where they were 
kindly cared for. They know nothing of the 
rest of their comrades, not having seen them 
since they were on the raft together. 

In this vicinity, near Sterling, the wounded 
are dying almost every’day ; and every farm- 
house is a hospital for the dying and wounded. 

Yesterday a public meeting was called, and 
relief was subscribed to the sufferers with a 
. liberality unparallelled. They appointed a 
committee, who are now doing all in their 
power to aid and relieve the sufferers. 


Dr. Hayes’ Artic Expedition.—A scene of 
extra-ordinary interest was presented on Thurs- 
day, the 21st inst, at the rooms of the Board 
of Trade of this city. The occasion was the 
leave-taking between our townsman, Dr. Hayes, 
and those gentlemen who have contributed to 
the funds of his proposed expedition to the 


Polar Seas. The meeting was a private one, 
and this fact, although it deprived many of 
our citizens of an opportunity which they would 
gladly have embraced, to bid God-speed to the 
adventurous voyager, seemed, by bringing all 
the participants into close personal relation, to 
deepen the sensibilities of each. There were 
present his honor the Mayor of the City, the 
presiding officers of our leading scientific asso- 
ciations, and a number of other prominent 
citizens. The flag of the expedition, a white 
field bearing a crimson star, was spread upon 
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the table. On motion of Henry C. Carey, 
Mayor Henry was invited to preside at th 
meeting. In a brief but unusually impresgiz, 
manner, he expressed the profound satisfagtig, 
which it gave him to introduce Dr, Hayes ty 
the meeting, and the hearty sympathy which 
he felt with that gentleman’s noble enterprig, 
He (the Mayor) had been tempted to 
that the outfit of the expedition had not bey 
furnished by the municipal liberality of Phi). 
delphia ; but when he witnessed the ready 
tanevus response with which the appeal of Dy, 
Hayes had been met by the enlightened bug. 
ness men of our city, he could not but 

this as a more gratifying evidence of the hol{ 
which the expedition and its commander ha 
upon the confidence and good wishes of the 
community. Philadelphia has already gained 
honor in the history of Artic exploration, 
through the efforts of one gallant citizen, noy 
on the roll of our distinguished and lamentel 
dead.. The brave man, to whom we are nov 
assembled to offer the hand of parting, will 
doubtless give new lustre to the record of Phil. 
delphia enterprise. You will join me in wish 
ing him the success which he deserves, and in 
assuring him that whatever the fortunes of his 
expedition, he will bear with him our respect 
and kindest feelings. 

Dr. Hayes replied in a manner which wil 
not soon be forgotten by any of his hearen. 
He trusted that the feeling would be apprecis- 
ted with which he received this new proof of 
the interest of the contributors, in the expedi- 
tion he was about to conduct to the Arctic seas 
During the last three years, said he, this exp 
dition has incessantly occupied my thoughts; 
and now that, through your liberality and 
public spirit, I feel myself on the eve of reali 
zing the object which has been sought by me 
with so much anxiety, I am unable to expres 
to you, in a suitable manner, the grateful seuti- 
ments which I experience. 

The generous kindness of some of ot 
countrymen in Boston and in New York hs 
gone hand-in-hand with yours; and | maybe 
permitted to hope that the success of your joist 
exertions will add one tie of sympathy to the 
many which already exist between three 
cities. As a Pennsylvanian and a Phi 
phian, I cannot-but be peculiarly alive tosutt 
a manifestation as you have given to me, of 
confidence which is felt here in the usefaloes 
and practicability of my undertaking, and 0f 
the willingness of my fellow citizens at hom 
to entrust its fortunes to my care. This #* 
great trust, my friends, Although I go wih 
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plittle schooner and an unimposing company 
and outfit, only a private citizen in the prose- 
cution of what cifcumstances appear to have 
made my duty, yet my voyage lies towards a 
region which skillful and daring navigators 
have sought during two centuries, and to which 
the eyes of men of science throughout the 
civilized world are turned with eager interest. 

Before long, the news of this expedition 
will be carried wherever men are engaged in 
studying the physical features of the globe— 
its tides and its currents of sea and air— 
its phenomena of magnetism, and heat, and 
electricity—and the varieties of living beings 
which have inhabited it from the — 

logical epoch. It is in the presence of this 
ealtiode 7 deen that I assume the re- 
sponsibilities of a voyage of exploration to- 
wards the pole. What to the so-called practical 
man of business seems to be an idle, or per- 
haps inhuman hazard of a dozen adventurers, 
is, in fact, an attempt to execute a service 
which, if accomplished, will, in the estima- 
ti of the wisest of men, be regarded as 
a prudent as well as useful enterprise. You, 
gentlemen, with a readiness to promote the 
increase of knowledge, as honorable to your- 
selves as it is liberal towards the wants of 
mankind, have taken a just and a patriotic 
view of the subject, and I am here now to 
tender to you my warmest thanks for your 
friendly confidence, and for your support of 
my unpretending endeavor. 

It is known to you that my residence in 
the upper part of Baffin’s Bay and Smith’s 
Strait, in the years 1853-54-55, gave to me 
some special advantages of preparation for au 
attempt ata more northern journey. Upon 
the observations then made, and upon the ex- 
perience then acquired of the climate, and the 
mode of living and of travel proper to that 
region, I have mainly relicd when presenting 
my plan to public attention. Were the ser- 
Vice apparently such as to demand talents or 
genius, I should naturally shrink from as- 
suming its responsibilities ; but I feel assured 
hat no more is required than an honest devo- 
tion to the objects of the voyage, a readiness 
to do the duty of each day with a cheerful 
and steady mind, and a reasonable conformity 
with the exigencies of the climate. 

Hopeful as Iam of success, I do not hide 
from myself the possibility of disappoint- 
ment. Qn land or at sea, and in every va- 
nety of pursuit, the results of our efforts éan 

, n by onE alone. In the untraveled 
Tegion which is to be penctrated, there must 
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be forms of difficulty not familiar to us, and 
it would be presumptuous to predict what 
will happen. In all sincerity, however, I 
must say to you, that nothing within the 
range of my reading, or of my personal ob- 
servation, leads me to believe that my party 
is to be led into any risks greater than those 
-which have already been encountered without 
discouraging consequences. . 

At least two years must elapse before I can 
again see your faces, and hear the pleasant 
home-sound of your voices. There are casu- 
alties here as well as upon the frozen sea. 
Shall we all meet again? I shall carry with 
me a daily cherished remembrance of you, 
and I am sure that you will, whether in dis- 
aster or in success, think kindly of the little 
company whom your bounty has equipped for 
their appointed work. 

The modest, yet firm and manly demeanor 
with which this affecting address was de- 
livered, produced a marked effect. The so- 
lemn character of the parting, the responsi- 
bilities about to be assumed, the risks and 
privations to be inevitably encountered by the 
gallant little company who were to try the 
fortunes of the polar circle, the long period of 
absence, the uncertainties that clouded the 
hope of their return, could not fail to excite 
the sympathies of all. A silence of several 
minutes followed the close of Dr. Hayes’ re- 
marks. The Mayor then renewed, in behalf 
of the company, the expression of their united 
hope and prayer, that the commander might 
return richly laden with honor, and that those 
now present might be again assembled to give 
him a welcome home. Dr. Hayss then shook 
hands with his friends, and the company sepa- 
rated. —ZJnquirer. 


The Legislature-of Kentucky, at its last 
session, passed an act establishing an institu- 
tion for idiots: It is to be located in the im- 


mediate neighborhood of Frankfort. 
thousand dollars were appropriated to com- 
mence buildings for its use. 

The institution will go into operation at 
once in a building temporarily hired for the 


Twenty 


purpose, in accordance with the 
the same enactment. 

James Rodman, M.D., of Frankfort, has 
been appointed supcrintendent. He is an ac- 
complished gentleman and a well-educated 
physician, and the friends of the new instita- 
tion may reasonably anticipate the best results 
from his management. 


provisions of 
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Slightly Touched.—A remarkable instance| Curious Receipt for the Palsy.—The fy. 
of superstitious credulity, favored by the wis-| lowing is from an old volume called “Ty 
dom of parochial authority, is related by the | Treasure of Health, or Wonderful Secrets jp 
Plymouth Journal. An old man, an inmate | Medicine :” 
of one of the unions of that vicinity, applied! ‘ Take young dogs whose eyes are not 
to the board of guardians last week for out | open, and they are only eight days old. The 
door relief for a few weeks. The chairman | put them all alive into an earthen pot, withs 
asked him why he wished to leave the house? | quart of white wine, and betony, sage, rom 
He said he had the king’s evil in one of his| mary, hysops, mint, wild thyme, mar} 
legs; that some years since he had beén | wormwood, camomile and melilot leaves; add 
“touched” for it, and the wound soon after-| to it some very white hog’s lard, cover well 
wards healed; that the wound had recently | the pot and put it into a very hot oven, « 
broken out afresh, and that he wished to get else consume the whole on the fire, then’straig 
touched again. The chairman asked him it like ajelly, and make use of it as hotasth 
where he could get touched. He replied, at | patient can bear it. On opening the pot, yu 
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Devonport; that there were three sisters liv- | 
ing in North Corner’ street, either of whom | 
could effect a cure by her touch—one was the | 
seventh daughter, another the ninth, and the 
other the eleventh, of the same parents; that | 
he must be slightly touched by either one of | 
the three on the day of the week on which she | 
was born; that both parties must be unwashed 
and fasting; and that no one must pass be- 
tween the touched and the toucher until he 
shall have been touched seven, nine or eleven 
times, according to which of the sisters was 
the operator. 

We can understand that this is a kind of 
proceeding peculiarly attractive to the minds 
of the great unwashed; but, perhaps, that 
condition is not very agreeable to the three 
weird sisters—these Pareze of Devonport. A 
yet more unpleasant condition probably was, 
that no money should, on any account, be 
given for the performance of the ceremony by 
the person relieved, but relatives or friends | 
might show their gratitude by gifts of money 
or other matters. It is naively added, that as 
the law has not provided for applications of 
this character, the guardians were unable to 
entertain the question; but a subscription was 
set on foot by the chairman, to enable the 
poor man to obtain his object. It is very evi- 
dent, then, that the chairman was also touched ; 
of course we mean by the pathetic relation of 
the suffering pauper.—London Lancet. 





Citrate of Copper Present in the Citric | 
‘Acid of Commerce.—M. Dumont, pharmaceu- 
tical chemist at Bruxelles, reports to the Jour- | 
nal of Medicine of that city, that in some | 
specimens of commercial citric acid submitted | 
to him, citrate of copper was found to be pre- | 
sent on testing with liquor ammouiz and ferro- 
cyanuret of potassium. 


must put half a pound of brandy into it,” 


There are 8,064 languages spoken on om 
globe; of which 587 in Europe; there ar 
1,000 different religious sects and denomin- 
tions; 1 milliard of inbabitants ; 333,333,333 
deaths per annum, i. e. about 91,334 per day, 
3,780 per hour, 60 per minute, 1 each second, 
The number of each sex is nearly equal. One 
fourth of men die before the seventh year, 
and one-half before the seventeenth year, 
There is one centenarian to every 1,000 per 
sons, one octogenarian to every 500, and sik 
sexagenarians to every100. 


A Good Retort.—A physician was once m 


| the witness-stand, and his opinion differing 
| somewhat from those given by other medicil 


witnesses, a sharp cross-examining lawyer 
sneeringly asked him, “ How is it, sir, that 
you doctors always disagree? We lawyen 
are always of the same opinion.” 

“T cannot explain it,” quoth the doctar, 
“ unless adopting the sentiment of Milton: 


‘ Devils with devils damned, in concord they areal; 
‘ MEN only dieagree.’” 


The cultivation of grapes is rapidly i 
creasing in California; six thousand gallos 
of wine were produced, during the past seas0®, 
from a few vineyards in the vicinity of Sonom. 


| Homeoparthy.—Like cures like. Sulpbar 
‘comes from Vesuvius, Therefore it is good 


for eruptions. — Punch. 


Charity Hospital.—Dr. J. L. Ludlow hss 
been elected President of the Medical Board of 
this Hospital. 
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A portion of Omentuuw removed during 

—This large portion of omentum was re- 
moved from‘a young man, by a surgeon in the 
country, under the supposition that it was a 
piece of protruding lung There had been a 
drunken night-fight, in which the man had 
been stabbed with a large clasp knife, by a 
man whom he had thrown on the ground, and 
whom he was standing over and struggling 
with, The part instantly protruded and he 
became faint, but was able to walk three miles 
over a most wild rugged country, climbing 
over several stone walls. He was not seen by 
the medical man till three or four hours after 
wards, when the protruding portion was dark 
sod discolored from congestion. It was imme- 
diately cut off. The next day, Mr. Nunneley 
having met the surgeon in another case, was 
told by him that he had cut off a large portion 
of lung. On examining it, however, Mr. 
Nunneley found it to be a piece of omentum. 
A 0 after the accident, the man walked 
three miles to see Mr. Nunncley. The wound 


was then nearly healed, and in less than a| 


month he was at his work as a collier, and 
again drunk and fighting. He never appeared 
tobe at all ill. The wound was just under 
the cartillage of the seventh rib. How the 
stomach and the diaphragm escaped it is diffi- 
cult to say.— Med. Times and Gazette. 


The Death-bed of an Anatomist.—Retzius, 
the great Swedish anatomist,- whose death we 
recently announced, while dying made’ obser- 
vations on the progressing dissolution of his 
own body. His last words to his attendants 
were: “The struggle of death is hard, but it 
isof the highest interest to note this wrestle 
between life and death ; now the legs are dead, 
now the muscles of the bowels cease their 
functions; the last struggle must be heavy, 
bat for all that it is highly interesting.” 


Encysted Tumors in the Thyroid Gland 
cured by Iodine Injections.—Dr. Senftleben re- 
portsin the Med. Central Zit. January 18th, 
1860, a case of cystic bronchocele, of. the size 
ofa child’s head, occurring in a young woman 

years of age. ‘The growth was thrice 
lipped and injected; the first time with a 
tolation of Iodine and Iodide of Potassium in 
water, the second and third times with the Tr. 
of lodine, with the happy effect of causing the 

pearance of the fluctuating swelling. 


An A y oe, 
lubed aoe Society has been estab- 
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Pericarditis in Birds —At a recent meet- 
ing of the London Pathological Society, Dr 
Crisp showed several ‘specimens, remarking 
that he believed the observation of such dis- 
eases in the lower animals would be found to 
throw much light upon human pathology. 
The disease in question was very common in 
birds, for which he believed there were ob- 
vious physiological reasons. The subjects of 
the disease exhibited were the Muscovy duck 
and the black swan. Dr. Crisp described the 
microscopical appearances seen in the lymph 
thrown out, and remarked on other particulars 


observed. 


Ages of Pregnant Women.—Dr. Granville, 
in some extensive statistics presented to the 
London Obstetrical Society, states that English 
women arrive at the culminating period of 
prolificacy at the age of thirty years, and 
French womemat twenty-eight. 


Rupture of Varicose Veins in the Vagina 
during Labor.—The Berliner Zeitung records 
the death of a young woman during labor with 
her first child from rupture of the perineum, 
which involved a laceration of some varicose 
veins of the vagina. The patient died in ten 
minutes, from hemorrhage. 


Maternal Influence on Foetal Deformity — 
At the last meeting of the London Obstetrical 
Society, Dr. Druitt, while discussing this sub- 
ject, asked facetiously whether deformities of 
chickens could be accounted for by fright to 
the hen while sitting on the eggs. 


Drinking Fountains.—The first public 
drinking fountain established in London is 
used seven thousand times a day. The foun- 
tains are supplied by the water companies at 
the usual charge of sixpence per thousand 
gallons. 


Army and Navy.—Assistant Surgeon W. 
H. Anderson has been assigned to duty with 
Company F, Third Infantry, to proceed via 
the Pecos river, to Texas. 


It is calculated that the entire world of 
smokers, snuffers, and chewers, ‘consume 
2,000,000 of tons of tobacco annually, or 
4,480,000,000 of pounds weight. 
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“ THE early administration of alcohol in the 
maaner I have recommended, exercises a most 
remarkable and unequivocal influence in pre- 
venting or materially limiting the intensity of 
delirium. Delirium isa symptom of enfeebled 
and contaminated nutrition of the brain. It 
is to be looked for in all exhausting diseases, 
and in all acute maladies accompanied by high 
fever. You meet with it in the acute internal 
diseases, in the exanthemata, in erysipelas, in 
typhus and typhoid, in the rheumatic and 
gouty fevers, and efter severe burns, or com- 
pound fractures, or great surgical operations, 
after parturition, and in profuse hemorrhage 
from whatever cause.. In all such cases, the 
timely administration of alcohol will prevent 
or mitigate the deliffam, and will check it if 
it have come on early. It is also applicable 
to the treatment of delirium of the hysterical 
and epileptic types, although in such cases it 
will not be found to tell with such marked 
effect as in the delirium which accompanies 
acute disease. Todd—Clinical Lectures. 

Lord Bacon remarked: ‘Certain every 
medicine is an innovation, and he that will not 
apply new remedies must expect new evils, for 
time is the greatest innévation ; and if time of 
course alters all things for the worse, and wis- 
dom and counsel shall not alter them for the 
better, where shall be the end?” 


The Intermuscular Fissures which lead down 
to the great bloodvessels af the extremities can, 
according to Dr. D. Hayes Agnew, be readily 
distinguished in the ligation of arteries of the 
extremities by the cutaneous vessels piercing 
the fascia, opposite these points. 

Answers to Correspondents. 


Communications Recetven.--Florida, Dr. R. Thomas, [with 
encl.}—Georgia, Prof. L, J. Robert, [with encl.}—Jilinois, Dr. 
R. F. Hayes, [with encl.}—Indiana, Dr. R. McChesney, [with 
encl.}—New York, Lr. H. B. Wilbur, Dr. Sylvester D. Willard— 
North Carolina, Dr. Benj. Fessenden, [with encl.,} Dr. W. W. 
Ward, {with eucl.}—New Jersey, Dr. E. P. Nichols, [ with encl.}— 
Ohio, Dr. D. H. Hewetson, {with encl.] Dr. A. Wall, {with 
encl.|— Pennsylvania, Dr. M. Woods, [with eucl.,] Dr. Webster 
Bland.— Tennessee, Dr. J. A. Hudson, [with encl.}—TZezas, Dr. 
G. D. Berry. 


Office Payments—Dr. G. W. Chaytor, (of Delaware,) Dr. Sites, 
Dr. Porter, Dr. Funk, Dr. H. F. Seliers. 
o——— 


MARRIAGES. 

Bear—Hersvuen.—On the 5th inst., at the house of the bride’s 
mother, by Rev. Joseph Stevens, Dr. Benjamin Bear to Miss 
Lydia Hepburn, only surviving daughter of the late James M. 
Hepburn, both of Jersey Shore. 
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DEATHS, 


Gumzx.—Dr. Christ. Gmelin died on the evening of 
of heart disease. aa 
Born in 1792. Since 1817, Professor of Chemistry in 


Hount.—At the residence of his son, Rev. Wm. BE 
hocton, Ohio, on the 3d inst., Dr. Wm. F. Hunt, ig 
year of his age, of Pedricktown, Salem county, Ney 
where he had been in the practice of medi i 
years. fa 


& 

Root.—In this city, June 26th, Mr. A. M. Root, of Als 
student of medicine at the University of Penny! 7 

At a meeting of Drs. Bishop & Woodward's office ¢ 
June 26th, 1860, Mr. A. P. Frick, of Pa., having 
the chair, and Mr. H. C, Yarrow, of Pa., chosen 
committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. @. 
of Ohio, J. B. Beshler, of Pa., M. C. Richardson, of N. G 
Leseign, of N. C., and H C. Yarrow, of Pa, who 
following preamble and resolutions, which were uni 

Whereas, An all-wise God has seen fit to removes 
midst our frieud and fellow student, Mr. A. M. Root, 
ma, therefore ; 

Resolved, That, while we bow in meek submission ff 
crees of an inscrutable Providence, we would offer 
tribute of respect to the memory of our departed 

Resolved, That during our acquaintance with him, hp 
deared himself to us all by his noble and generous dig 
his gentlemanly manners, and his close, studious hi 
that in his death we each sustain the loss of a true 
friend, and our class one of its brightest and most 
naments. 

Resolved, That we hereby tendcr his bereaved 
friends our heartfelt sympathies in their affliction. re 
we do, the extent of their loss and the depth of 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent to! 
ly, to the * Mobile Mercury,” “ Philadelphia Medical a 
cal Reporter,” and to the“ Philadelphia Inquirer.” . 


tT 


‘ 
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Pennsylvania College—Medical Departi 
NINTH STREET, BELOW LOCUST, PHILADELPHIA. © 
SESSION OF 1860-’61. 


FACULTY. E 


B. Howarp Rann, M. D., Professor of Chemistry, 
Henry Harrssorne, M. D., Practice 
Lewis D. Harow, M. D., 


Taxopore A. Demué, M. D., Demonstrator of 


The session of 186061 will commence on 
October, and continue, without intermission, until 
March. The Commencement’ for con’ Degrees 
place early in March, causing as little detention of 
ing Class, after the close of the Lectures, as possil 
4 oa for Practical Anatomy will be opea 

mber. a 

‘Lhe College Clinic will be conducted on every W' 
Saturday throughout the Sexsiun. , 

The Kegister of Matriculants will be open in & 
Building early in September. The Janitor will 
seut at the College, to @ive every necessary ne 
mation (as board, &c.) to students, on 
this city. 

FEES. ~ 
Matriculation, (paidonceonly,) - -° * 7% 

For each Professor's Ticket, 3S ee 
LEWIS D. HARLOW, M.De 
192—-lem No. 1023 Pine, below I 
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